The Gospel of God
Rom. 1:1 ESV Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,
A)  A servant of Jesus  See also 2 Pet. 1:1, Jas. 1:1
   Is Paul the only one who can be called a servant?  Can we be called servants of Christ?  
   Answer:  You can be.  

Romans 6:16, 19  Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, 
you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, 
which leads to righteousness?...For just as you once presented your members as slaves to 
impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as 
slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.
B)  Set apart
   What does it mean to be “set apart?”  Are we not set apart.  I would answer Yes, we are because of our position in Christ, we are sanctified by His blood (Heb. 13:12)  But I would like to suggest that this is not what Paul means by “set apart,” what I believe he means is two fold: number one God has given him this specific task of being an apostle to the gentiles and secondly that Paul has set himself apart from anything else to devote his life to the Gospel of God.
I fear sometimes that we are too fatalistic when it comes to the bible.  We act as though Paul had no choice in the matter, if that is the case then he was puppet and he only moved when God pulled the strings.  No, we would be absurd to think that Paul had not set himself apart from all else to belong to Christ. He himself says “For I am not ashamed of the gospel...”
    Acts 13:2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me      Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."
   2 Cor. 11:23-28  23Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. 24Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27 in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 28And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches.
Here we can catch a glimpse of what it meant for Paul to be set apart.  More like a laundry list.  This Gospel of God was so important to Paul that he sacrificed a life of ease, a respected grand pharisee spanking and persecuting sad and pathetic Christians.
C) Gospel

What is the gospel?  

Answer: The gospel always means “good news.”  So what is this good news?  It is obviously something important, something worth Paul setting himself apart for, so what is it?

Is it an appeal to be better?  Let me answer this with a quote from Martyn Lloyd-Jones, who 
spent over 12 year preaching through Romans, he said this “If you simply tell people that they 
ought to be better, and that they must make a great effort to be better, you are not bring good 
news to them.”  

Is it forgiveness of sins?  No, I don't think that is what makes the gospel of God so unique.  You 
could find forgiveness in the OT through various sacrifices.  What makes it good NEWs is that 
the work is already done.  It is God that saves you by the work He has already done. Notice 
Paul give us a glimpse of this in Romans 1:16-17:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written, "The righteous shall live by faith."
     What does it concern? It concerns Jesus Christ says Romans 1:2-3
D) 'of God'

What does it mean of God?  

Answer:  Let me suggest to you that what Paul means here is that it belongs to God

“Power of God to salvation...righteousness of God.”  Romans 1:16-17

“Salvation belongs to the Lord...” Ps. 3:8, Jonah 2:9, Rev. 7:10

“For God so loved the world...” Jn. 3:16
We must never say that the gospel was Jesus' idea, or imply somehow that Jesus was before the foundation of the world or in heaven pleading with the Father to let him come down and save us.  It was God the Father's idea, he is the planner, he is the originator.  It is the gospel of God.  Let me make a few comments on the Trinity in the work of the gospel.
** Read Romans 1:1-4
 
God (Father) the planner, the originator, the sender  See Eph. 1:3-4:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.

Jesus (Son) the mediator, everything is done through Him  See Jn. 1:1-3:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made

Holy Spirit the executor, the one who carries it out, gets things done  See Gen. 1:2-3

The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit 
of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

So we see this, God the Father is responsible for the gospel, it is actualized through Jesus, and is 
worked by the power of the Spirit.

“In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world

1 John 4:9

“but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Rom. 5:8
Let me finish by asking a question?  Have you come to know the gospel in this way?
If no...
You need to know that the Father loves you, the Son has died and rose again for you, the Spirit will regenerate you the moment you believe, you will be made alive.  The one condition on man's end, for salvation is all of God, is to believe.  Notice how simple it is, just believe.  That is so easy a child could do it.  Who is the easiest person to save?  A child, because they don't question the simple condition: believe.
In yes...
Then, let me ask you another question, do you neighbors know the gospel in this way?  Do they know that the Father loves them and sent His son to die and rise again for them?
Neighborhood Cookout
1 Peter 3:15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect
