                                        Group and personal study for the week of 4-1-12
Remember, these can be all tackled or just take a section at a time.

One of the most important motivations for obedience to Christ, is knowing our incredible position. Note some of these quotes from saints of the past:
“God has higher and more effective motivations than fear, and one of these is love. Often fear after a while produces only numbness, but love thrives on love. To promise a man the certainty of his destiny may seem, on the human level, like playing with fire; but this leaves God out of the picture. Those who have the deepest appreciation of grace do not continue in sin. Moreover, fear produces the obedience of slaves; love engenders the obedience of sons." --J. W. Sanderson, Jr. From the Green letters by Miles J Stanford.

I for one have actually seen this played out. Using fear to control others will get obedience but in the end it only produces resentment and distance. Love on the other hand will also produce obedience but it will be a son relationship and not a slave relationship. It produces willing hearts and a closeness that is safe.
Walter Marshall is concise here:  "Christ's resurrection was our resurrection to a life of holiness, as Adam's fall was our fall into spiritual death. And we are not ourselves the first makers and formers of our new holy nature, any more than of our original corruption (in other words you were born into Adam and you were born into the new Adam Jesus Christ), but both are formed ready for us to partake of them. And by union with Christ, we partake of that spiritual life that He took possession of for us at His resurrection, (the new created image) and thereby we are enabled to bring forth the fruits of it; as the Scripture shows by the similarities of a marriage union. Romans 7:4: 'Married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.' (The Green Letters by Miles J. Stanford)

Wm. R. Newell wrote: "Paul does not ask a thing of the saints in the first three chapters of Ephesians but just to listen while he proclaims that wondrous series of great and eternal FACTS concerning them; and not until he has completed this catalogue of realities about them does he ask them to do anything at all! "And when he does open his plea for their high walk as saints, everything is based on the revelation before given the facts of their high character and destiny as saints: 'I therefore ... beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called' (Ephesians 4:1). Let us cease laying down to the saints long lists of 'conditions' of entering into the blessed life in Christ; and instead, as the primal preparation for leading them into the experience of this life, show them what their position, possessions, and privileges in Christ already are. Thus shall we truly work with the Holy Spirit, and thus shall we have more, and much more abiding fruit of our labors among the people of God." (The Green Letters by Miles J. Stanford)
Reginald Wallis: "God says in effect, 'My child, as you reckoned on the substitutionary work of the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation, now go a step farther and reckon on His representative work for your victory day by day.' You believe the Lord Jesus died for your sins because God said so. Now take the next step. Accept by faith the further fact that you died with Him, i.e., that your 'old man was crucified with Him'" (The New Life, p.51). (The Green Letters by Miles Stanford)

1. These are some great quotes from some of God’s saints throughout the years are they not? Take some of these   quotes and discuss them in your groups. We have dealt with the scriptural truths in all of these quotes. What are the scriptures behind them? Remember; “the sword of the Spirit is the word of God,” not, “I think” or “I feel”. See Romans 6,7; Hebrews 7,8,9,10
2. Note the teaching in the book of Ephesians chapters 1-3  = Sit                                                                                                                  





    4-6:9  =Walk                                                                                                  





    6:9-23  =Stand
3. Before we can walk we must sit, after we begin to walk, then can we stand. Read through the book of Ephesians.  Can you see this? 

4. Jesus is currently in these positions


a. He is exalted.


b. He has a name above every name


c. He is The Lord


d. He is higher than the Heavens


e. He is seated at the right hand of God


f. He is a minister of the true sanctuary


g. He is in the presence of God


h. He is gone before us to consecrate a new and living way to God.

Are you in Christ? If you are, then you have great motivation to walk a walk worthy!

Don’t live in the crack house, it’s just not who you are!!!!!!
