                     Study questions for the week of June 2nd
These questions and verses will be for the sermon next week. Study up to be ready for Sunday’s teaching!!!!!

Entering God’s rest!
Heb 4

1) Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it.
2) For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.
3) For we who have believed do enter that rest, ….
Here we find in verse 2 the word “for,” which means, a definition or explanation of the previous verse. To have “come short of the rest” means the gospel was heard but not believed on. The word “for” in verse 3, explains the; “not being mixed with faith,” by answering in the affirmative. “We who have believed do enter the rest”!
Yet there is more!!

Heb 4:6) Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of disobedience/unbelief (KJV)
This “disobedience” in context is unbelief. We see these phrases: 
Heb 4:9) There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.
3) For we who have believed do enter that rest, ….
14) let us hold fast our confession.
Entering God’s rest has the result of ceasing from works as God did on the seventh day.

10) For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His.
HUH? Aren’t we as Christians supposed to do good works? Yes, but it is because of who we already are, not who we are trying to be. The fruit of the Spirit is Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness and self control. Remember the Holy Spirit’s perfect word usage:

Eph 2:8) For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,
9) not of works, lest anyone should boast.
10) For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.
At first it appears a contradiction: “not by works,” yet “for good works” and what is this “workmanship” stuff?????
Note verse 9, “of works” and verse 10, “for good works”. The word usage is different! If the Holy Spirit had used the word “of” or “by” in verse 10 we would have a real problem now wouldn’t we? For it would mean, “by” good works we are saved! Instead the contradiction is settled: We are saved not by what we do and we are saved not “by” good works but “for” them!!! You are New Creations in Christ Jesus, it is who you are!!! You are called to be Holy and set apart from the world. This is precisely what Heb 4 is talking about. Are you saved by faith? Then you cease from works to make you acceptable to God. You have entered the Promised Land, which God in His workmanship prepared for you. Now drink from the wells you did not dig and eat from the vines you did not plant. Enter into all the good works which God has prepared beforehand!!!!
