   Study questions for the week of 5-20-12
                              (2 Tim 2:15)

Two important passages that we talked about today in reference to a “soft view” of sin’s penalty and its’ remedy were Romans 6:23 and Hebrews 9:22. 
Fill in the blanks where needed.
1.  For the wages of sin is _______________________,
2.  and without shedding of blood there is 
no__________________. 
A soft view of sin would be saying that sin’s wage is anything else but death. Romans chapter 8 bears this out -let’s look at it!

6) For to be carnally/fleshly minded is _______________, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
7) Because the carnal/fleshly  mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.
8) So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9) But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.
10) And if Christ is in you, the body is dead ______________________, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
As we see once again, that to be in the flesh is death. In fact the unregenerate mind is literally incapable of fellowship, or a relationship with God. It is the old dead Adam and we remember that in Romans 6:6 this old Adamic death nature has been done away with. Note the next verse:

 BUT YOU ARE NOT IN THE FLESH BUT IN THE SPIRIT!
 This is fairly easy to see that this verse is addressing two different people, those who have the Spirit and those who do not. Note however that even though we are regenerated in the Spirit, the wage of sin is a dead body, “yuck”! 
Nevertheless it is true, sin produces death. If we say that it gives a different wage then that is a “soft view”.
Another “soft view” is the remedy for sin. Some think we can just be sorry and God will forgive us, others believe that if we ask for forgiveness when we sin then God will forgive us. This however is not what Hebrews teaches. Note these verses in Hebrews 9:
25 not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another– 26 He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world;
The point of this passage is that every sin demanded a death penalty and that meant blood. 
Leviticus 17:11) ‘For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.’
Exodus 12:13) ‘Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
So according to this passage in Hebrews, the High priest went in to offer blood for sins year after year after year. It was never over, it was never finished. People would sin and then sacrifice, sin, sacrifice… get the picture? In order for our sin to be forgiven Jesus had to shed His blood. 
If forgiveness was needed every time you sin, then the blood of Christ would have to be shed again and again and again. According to the word this is not the case; 

Heb 9:26 but now, _______________________________________, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 28 so Christ _______________________ to bear the sins of many.
According to this High Priest in the order of Melchizedek, He bore our sins once and for all and there is no longer any sacrifice for sins! Take the plunge, Jesus is sufficient!
